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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – January 2, 2018 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Jane Johnson, 
Linda Hunt, Bob Goodrich, Alternate Roberta Visser and Beverly Bernard. The Chair seated Visser for Morrison.  
 
ABSENT:  
Mike Morrison, Miguel Picanco 
 
MINUTES 

o Minutes of December 4, 2017 were considered. Motion by Visser to approve the Minutes of December 4, 
2017. There was a second Goodrich. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
The Chair asked for public input and there wasn’t any. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Conservation Land Stewardship Program Electronic Monitoring Status; Training/info guides distribution 
Smith passed out copies of the training materials. Bernard asked if the submission form was included and Smith 
said it was not, but he would provide a copy for the members. Smith pointed out a reference for optional walking 
boundaries for isolated areas. 
 
Conservation Commission Annual Report 
The members reviewed the draft report and agreed by consensus to submit the document as presented. Bernard 
said she would submit it as presented to the Town Administrative Assistant.  
 
List of Preserved Properties – Inventory 
The members reviewed the inventory of protected lands created by Bernard using the Granit website and with 
the help of Henry Underwood of Southwest Region Planning Commission (SWRPC). Bernard passed out a list of 
protected lands, with information about who is the responsible agent and whether or not there was public access. 
 
Natural Resources Inventory 
There was a discussion about the possibility that the State of New Hampshire might require Conservation 
Commissions to maintain a Natural Resources Inventory. Hunt said she would do some research as to what would 
be involved in developing a Natural Resources Inventory and Bernard offered to assist her. 
 
Drinking Water (Aquifer) Protection Ordinance – Master Plan Public Hearing January 25, 2018 
Johnson asked what the latest update to the Master Plan might be. She said she could only find an update done in 
2003. Johnson pointed out the Master Plan calls for a Groundwater Protection Ordinance. Smith read the minutes 
from September 14, 2017 for the Planning Board as to what occurred during the meeting regarding a proposed 
water protection ordinance. There was a discussion about the Master Plan public hearing being held on January 
25, 2018. There was a discussion about the idea of re-submitting the Aquifer Protection Ordinance for Town 
Meeting vote. Johnson also spoke about a steep-slope ordinance possibility. There was a discussion about the 
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responsibilities of the Conservation Commission in regard to education for protecting groundwater. Discussion 
was held regarding the possibility of creating a brochure that focuses on groundwater protection and the 
members agreed that was a good idea. However, it was noted that such brochures were created in the past and 
therefore a new approach might be better. 
 
NHACC Annual Survey 2018 
The members reviewed the survey online and answered the questions to be sent to NHACC. Bernard offered to 
submit the survey results to the NHACC via scan of the members’ responses and sending via email. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
List of Preserved Properties – Inventory 
The members reviewed the inventory of protected lands created by Bernard using the Granit website with the 
help of Henry Underwood of SWRPC. It was noted that many of the lands were unknown to Commission 
members. Discussion followed on which lands allowed for public access and which did not. 
 
Canyon Springs/Edon Tap Estates Status 
Smith passed out the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) response to Linwood 
Patenode, Berkshire Construction, regarding Alteration of Terrain Permit Application for their project. They have 
received an extension to February 2, 2018 to respond to the additional requirements of NH DES in the project 
specifications laid out in their application. The members will continue to monitor the permit process. 
 
High School Scholarship Award – SOP 
Hunt suggested that the high school scholarship program be such that an applicant develop and submit to the 
Commission in written form a fun informational groundwater protection learning tool (game, story, song, or 
whatever else might be suitable for elementary school children) to teach them about protection of groundwater. 
The members agreed that the application would need to be submitted to the Commission by May 1, 2017. 
Goodrich will invite Guidance Counselor Lorna Watkins-Barth to the next Conservation Commission meeting to 
discuss the project with her. There was a discussion about the Commission being a resource to any teenager, 
including home-schooled young people, who would like to come to a meeting and ask about groundwater. 
 
REPORTS 
Expenditure Update  
Smith passed out an update on expenses which will total $9,215.61 for 2017, including $5,000.00 donated to rail 
trail maintenance. 
        
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Goodrich with a second from Visser. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred at 
5:45 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


